Concept of the BRICS Folk Dance Festival
Venue: Kostroma, Russia
Date: 2028
Duration: 5 days
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To establish a unique creative community of young dancers and choreographers

BRICS
FOLK DANCE
Sy FESTIVAL

Festival Aims:

from the BRICS countries that will promote the unity of national dance cultures,
strengthening international cooperation and interethnic friendship.

The festival's core idea is to demonstrate unity in the diversity of national dance
cultures, where differences become the basis for dialogue, inspiration, and mutual
enrichment.

Unity in Difference:

Each country and each nation has its own unique movement, rhythm, and traditions
that convey feelings, emotions, and, most importantly, the cultural code of its people.
We want to show that despite our differences, we are united by a common desire to
tell our story through dance, through freedom of expression and the art of movement.
Dance becomes a universal language understood without words.

Strengthening International Cooperation:

The festival provides an opportunity for young dancers and choreographers from the
BRICS countries not only to share their skills but also to learn from each other,
weaving their national characteristics into a shared dance dialogue. This is not a
competition, but a space that fosters stronger ties, cultural exchange, friendship, and
mutual respect. All participants will be able to contribute their vibrant heritage to
the overall picture of the dance world.

Cultural Code through Dance:

One of the key aspects of the festival is to demonstrate the richness of national
cultures and traditions. Dance enables us to feel the soul of a nation, sense its age-
old wisdom and love for their history, and, at the same time, share this with the
global community.

The festival will prove that we are all different, yet so close. Dance unites us,
breaking down boundaries and bringing hearts closer.



Festival Program

1. Festival Opening:

Opening Ceremony with presentations of the participating countries.
Dance parade of the dance troupes.

The festival opening ceremony is more than just the start of the event; it is a vibrant
and memorable symbol of the cultural and creative unity of the BRICS countries. It
will be a Common reflection of the festival's core idea: unity in diversity, where the
uniqueness of each culture unites rather than divides people.

All BRICS countries will be represented at the opening ceremony. This ceremonial
opening will introduce spectators and participants to each country and their dance
traditions.

Welcome to Delegations

Each country will present its dance, cultural, and symbolic characteristics through
ceremonial performances. Participants and representatives will take to the stage to
the sounds of national music and rhythms, demonstrating key elements of their dance
culture.

Round Dance of Friendship Flashmob

The ceremony will also include a symbolic act of mutual respect and friendship —
a choreographic flashmob, where dancers from all BRICS countries will unite in a
shared dance, embodying the idea of unity through movement. At this moment,
various national dance elements will merge and become part of a unified dance
circle.

One of the highlights of the ceremony will be a colourful dance parade, featuring all
the dance groups from the participating countries.

This grand procession of dancers will begin in one of the festival squares. Each
group will move in its own style, demonstrating elements of national dances,
accompanied by traditional music and national costumes.

The dance teams will move in columns, each representing a specific country. At the
head of the column is the group's "leader"—a dancer or choreographer who
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symbolizes the culture of their country, carrying its flag, emblem, or characteristic
cultural element.

2. Creative Workshops

One of the key parts of the BRICS Folk Dance Festival will be workshops held by
dance teams from each of the represented countries. This is a unique opportunity for
participants and spectators to become acquainted with the national dance traditions,
styles, techniques, and rhythms of each culture.

Workshop Format

Each dance team will hold workshops, sharing the unique characteristics of their
national dance. Participants will learn not only special movements and steps, but
also understand how dance reflects the cultural code and spirit of the people.

3. National Common Rooms:

The BRICS Folk Dance Festival will feature unique venues that will allow
participants and spectators to experience the spirit and atmosphere of each
participating country. National Common Rooms and costume shows offer an
opportunity for cultural exchange by showcasing the uniqueness of peoples and their
traditions.

National Common Rooms: National Common Rooms are interactive, immersive
spaces where each country creates its own unique atmosphere and tells stories
through elements of culture, tradition, and emotion.

Each country makes a zone is a cosy tent that transforms into a miniature "portal" to
its traditional culture.

A fashion show of national dance costumes.
The BRICS national costume show is a true visual immersion into the beauty,
richness, and diversity of national cultures.

Participants from each country will prepare national costumes reflecting the cultural
code of their people. These costumes can be traditional, stage, or adapted for dance

performances. It is important to emphasize the uniqueness of style, color, and decor.

4. Through the Lens of Friendship Photo Shoot in National Costumes
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One of the most striking and memorable elements of the BRICS Folk Dance Festival
will be a photo shoot in national costumes. This event will enable participants and
spectators to immerse themselves in an atmosphere of friendship, mutual
understanding, and cultural unity through the art of photography.

The Through the Lens of Friendship photo shoot is a professional photo shoot
dedicated to the beauty and richness of the national cultures of the BRICS countries.
Participants will wear traditional national costumes that reflect the uniqueness of
their country and display them for both group and individual shoots.

The goal of this activity is not only to create striking visuals but also to reflect ideas
of respect, friendship, and unity through the images of people from different
cultures.

Photography and Final Materials

Images from the photo shoot will be presented in a special exhibition organized at
the festival site. This will allow spectators not only to see the dancers in motion but
also to examine each costume and image in detail.

5. Cross-Cultural Platform:

An impromptu cross-cultural platform where participants can demonstrate their
dance skills and creativity in an open dance battle format — a unique space where
talents, styles, cultures, and energies collide. This is not just a dance battle — it is a
demonstration of creativity, respect for cultural traditions, and the dancers' ability to
adapt their skills in a vibrant, friendly competition.

Dance Battle Concept

The dance battle on the cross-cultural podium is not a standard competition, but a
live dance show where each team highlights not only technique but also the soul of
their culture, adapting to a given dance category.

6. Festival Culmination: The Kalinka Dance, a symbol of unity on Kostroma's
main square.

At the final stage of the BRICS Folk Dance Festival, participants and spectators will
gather for a joint dance, the culmination of the festival! The Kalinka Dance, a joint
dance on Kostroma's main square, will symbolize the unification of all participating
countries and serve as an important milestone. A highlight of the festival, where
everyone can feel part of a larger creative movement.
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Kalinka 1s a world-famous Russian folk song and dance that energizes, joys, and
shares a collective rhythm. It perfectly embodies the festival's main theme: "unity in
diversity."

A symbol of friendship: A shared dance will unite representatives from different
countries, demonstrating how art can erase borders.

7. Together into the Future Interactive Project Session:
Discussion and development of a resolution for collective action aimed at
strengthening partnership and interethnic friendship.

A final press conference will present the session's results and plans for the future.
The Together into the Future project session is an important intellectual and strategic
element of the festival, aimed at discussing and developing practical initiatives,
tasks, and measures to strengthen partnership between the BRICS countries. Here,
participants will be able to exchange ideas, develop concrete steps for joint
development, and lay the foundations for initiatives that will influence the future of
cultural cooperation.

Value of the Together into the Future project session

1. Interethnic Dialogue through Collective Action:

Interaction between representatives of participating countries provides an
opportunity to establish a dialogue that is crucial for strengthening international ties
in culture, art, and youth initiatives. The session will provide a platform for
exchanging opinions, where each country will contribute to developing actions to
strengthen friendship.

2. Discussion of Cultural Issues and Future Challenges:

As part of the international dance festival, participants will discuss how dance and
culture can become a tool for interethnic unification, which is especially important
in the modern world. The session will address the following pressing questions:

e What contribution can each country make to preserving cultural heritage?

e How can art be used to overcome borders and stereotypes between peoples?

e How can young people be involved in developing international exchange

projects?

3. Creating a Common Space of Ideas:

Session participants will be able to develop joint initiatives and projects aimed at
supporting and promoting dance culture.
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As an instrument for peace and mutual understanding. The results of the discussions
will serve as a practical guide for international friendship.
4. Selection of the country chairing the BRICS Alliance of Folk Dance for the
next two years.

8. Final Press Conference
Following the project session, a press conference will be held, which will serve as
an official platform for presenting the key results of the work.

The purpose of the press conference:

1. Transparency and information: To disclose the session's results to the
audience and demonstrate that concrete results can be achieved through
collective creativity and dialogue.

2. Attracting the attention of the global community: Through the press
conference, it is important to convey to the media and all interested parties the
significance of the international Dance Culture Alliance not only as a cultural
event but also as a platform for addressing global challenges to strengthen
peace and friendship.

3. Consolidation of agreements: Official statements at the press conference will
serve as a document outlining the strategic areas of cooperation among the
BRICS countries.

9. Entertainment Program:

Common warm-ups and jogs, theme parties, creative co-working spaces, photo
shoots, and shows: a platform for strengthening friendship and sharing cultural
experiences.

The BRICS Folk Dance Festival is not only dance and choreography, but also a
unique opportunity for cultural, emotional, and social interaction. To create an
atmosphere conducive to friendship, deep connections between festival participants,
and creative exchange, various activities will be organized. These activities are
aimed at fostering informal communication, collaborative creative processes, and
new experiences that will last a lifetime.



